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owner stripped another and drew her up under the battery. She was
small and he was able to do this. The fourth, which had come with
manifested cargo, owner Cristobal Monte, remained at Minguiche(P)
where he unloaded the best of its cargo. When the enemy came up
he set the ship on fire in order that they might not profit by the
merchandise [remaining on board] and went ashore.

The enemy got no gold or silver because these ships were of so
little strength that Your Majesty's revenues had not been placed on
board them, nor bullion belonging to private individuals. There is
nothing to brag of in the booty they took.

They tried repeatedly to get me to go to talk with their general
concerning the ransom of the town, saying that otherwise they would
burn it. I did not go and afterwards learned that their intention was
to do me personal harm because with them were three sons of one
of the Englishmen whom I captured in 1578 and executed on March
4 of that year when at my own expense I sent out a ship and two
pinnaces to Golfo Dulce with 60 (p. 3) men. Fourteen of the enemy
were killed or captured. In a galliot which could navigate among the
shoals seventeen escaped and of the seventeen three were among this
lot and they were the ones who asked for me. I bore the entire ex-
pense of that expedition, as Your Majesty's royal high court at
Guatemala reported at the time.

The number of enemies in these ships was about 350 and their
commander is one of the captains who helped take the ship off
Havana last year. He lacks an arm which at that time was carried
away by a cannon-ball...

. . . San Juan del Puerto de Caballos, Province of Honduras,
June 15,1592.

Diego Martin de Angulo (no rubric).

Document No. go1
[The  Licentiate  Manso  de Contreras  to  the  Grown,
Santa Marta, July 14, 1592]
(P-1)                                        t
Sire
In a preceding despatch2 I informed Your Majesty of my arrival
here twenty days ago and of the numerous alanns the corsairs
1 A. del., 72-4-18(4), SantaF649. iplitgo,original.         *Notseen.